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Hello and Welcome to VOICE LESSONS!

Whether you are a beginner or a seasoned veteran to vocal studies, the tools you will acquire through our lesson time, the books we’ll use, and those contained inside this very booklet will help you hone your skills as a singer, performer and all-around musician!
Contained within this handbook is all the information you will need to get started with your voice lessons. As you progress through lessons, we may refer back to your handbook, so hang on to it! 

Before you delve into this handbook, allow me to take a few sentences to introduce myself and my philosophy around the giving of voice lessons.

First of all, I was a student of voice myself for over 10 years. I studied with various teachers during my middle and high school years before working with Dr. Rebecca Lister when I was a music major at Lebanon Valley College. My experience with many different teachers has taught me what worked for me, and what didn’t work so well. In college, I studied voice as my primary instrument and took particular interest in the mechanics, muscles, and techniques that made up the physical act of singing. With this approach, I feel that a student can achieve a beautiful, healthy, sound while singing nearly any kind of music. 

The key, in my mind, to becoming a good singer, is learning how to use one’s vocal mechanism in safe, healthy, and beautiful ways, no matter what kind of music you love to sing. Because of this, I am open to teaching students excellent vocal technique using not only classical literature, but also music from Broadway musicals, sacred literature, and popular literature. 

After Lebanon Valley College, I spent two years at the University of Pittsburgh getting my Master’s Degree in Musicology, that is, the study of music literature, history, and philosophy. I feel that understanding the history of music allows the singer to have a deeper connection with the music literature and helps create more well-rounded musicians. Because of this, throughout lessons we will also spend time learning theory, sight-singing, and bits of historical background for each piece, so that we grow not only as singers, but musicians as well.

I am greatly looking forward to helping you along this journey! Please feel free to contact me at any time with questions, concerns, or information about lessons or my teaching philosophy!

Samantha Blaisse  *  443-910-0601  *   Samantha.Blaisse@gmail.com
Let’s Start at the Very Beginning!
While a love of music and of singing is at the heart of being a great singer, there are many other skills to learn. Some of these skills are as follows:

· Proper Breathing and Posture – Believe it or not, the way we breathe and the way we stand greatly affects the quality and power of our voice! 

· Diction and Proper Tongue Placement – The way we speak or sing depends greatly on how we use the muscles in our mouth and tongues. By training these muscles we can have better control over the sound quality of our singing voices.

· Musicianship and Sight-Singing – Music reading is an essential skill for successful singers. We will spend time each lesson learning how to read music notation and how to sing melodies by sight-reading.

· Musical Expression and Performance – Simply singing the right notes at the right time does not make a performance. We will discuss and execute ways to make our music come alive with our voices as well as our facial expressions and gestures.

· Repertoire Building – As we build our skills, we will learn new repertoire, both classical and popular, in order to expand our knowledge about vocal music throughout history. Knowing the history of vocal music opens our minds and expands our vocal abilities, creating smarter musicians and more agile vocalists.
The exact books required for voice lessons will be determined after the first lesson and throughout the course of study to meet the needs of the student. 
In general, the student may be required to purchase one or more repertoire books, that is, books containing musical pieces for performance, and as many as one method book, usually a sight-singing method book. 
In addition, I suggest that students bring a notebook and/or some kind of audio recording device in order to record warm-ups, technical demonstrations or piano accompaniment practice aids that we might use in lesson. Additional materials may be recommended for purchase based on the aptitude and inclination of the student. 
SOME EXPECTATIONS: YOURS AND MINE

As your voice teacher, I WILL:

· Always come prepared for lessons with new material, exercises, constructive criticism and compliments, and a positive, upbeat, energetic attitude.

· Work to your strengths but also work on strengthening your weaknesses. 

· Listen to your concerns and answer your questions. Together we will explore your voice and expand your abilities.

· Expose you to new musical styles, genres, and historical time periods. On the flip side, you will play a huge role in picking out which pieces you like best and want to work on!
· Give you the tools to continue to hone your voice for years and years after you’ve left my studio.
· Exert time and effort to help you shape and use your voice in beautiful ways in a safe, fun, and educational setting!
As a voice student, YOU WILL:

· Come to lessons prepared. You will have homework assignments, and PRACTICING IS THE KEY TO SUCCESS! 

· Bring with you to ALL lessons: Your Handbook, your repertoire book(s), sight-singing book (if applicable), and your notebook and/or recording device.

·  Bring any questions, comments, or concerns you have about a) your homework exercises or repertoire piece, b) a new technique, c) anything vocal related!

· Bring a water bottle! Keeping your throat moist is important when singing! 

· Finally – Bring an open mind, courage, and your best, most positive attitude! Vocal training is hard work, just like academic studies or sports. It takes dedication and perseverance, but is also fun and exciting!
Lesson Protocol

Lesson Time:
In order to ensure that each student receives the full 30, 45, or 60 minutes of their lesson, it is important to arrive on time, if not a few minutes early, to every lesson. Minutes lost because a student arrived late to a lesson cannot be made up. I will do my utmost to always begin and end lessons on time, however, if I am running behind, minutes lost can either be made up at the end of the lesson or tacked on to a later lesson.

Should you arrive early to a lesson, I ask that you wait in our waiting room or in your car until minutes before your lesson so as to not disturb the student whose lesson precedes your own.
Cancellation Policy:
I request 24 hours notice before a lesson cancellation. For lessons cancelled same-day (with less than 24 hours notice), the student will be responsible for paying the lesson fee for that day. The fee amount will be added to their account for payment at the next scheduled lesson. Cancellations can be made via phone, text or email. 
Exceptions to the 24 hour notice policy: 
In these instances, the student or student’s family must contact me before the missed lesson to notify me that the student will not attend. The student is not responsible for the missed lesson fee if: 
1) The student is sick. I understand that some illnesses come on quickly. Please feel free to keep your germs at home. If possible, we will schedule a make-up lesson. 
2) The student or family member of the student has an emergency situation. In these instances, advance notice is not possible. Examples might include: family or work emergency, or car trouble. 

a. In the case of conflicting activities. Please understand that while I deeply sympathize with the predicament of having a coach or music director spring last minute schedule changes, I do not consider this an emergency situation, and therefore do not consider it an exception to the 24hr notice policy.

3) Inclement Weather. In the case of inclement weather at my location, I will reach out to students to let them know whether conditions are safe around my studio before lesson time. Because my students come from all across Central PA, I rely on you to contact me if conditions are unsafe at your home or work locations. The bottom line is, if you feel unsafe, please do not attempt to come to lessons. Reach out to me before the missed lesson to cancel. We will attempt to make-up the missed lesson later in the week. 
4) I am sick or unable to keep the lesson. In this case, lessons that I cancel will be made-up, if possible. Students will not be billed for the missed lesson.

Make-Up Policy: Make-up lessons will be determined by myself and the student or student’s family. For lessons missed with less than 24 hours notice, I reserve the right to waive the missed lesson fee if the student is able to attend a make-up lesson within the same week of the missed lesson. Lessons made up in subsequent weeks will be billed as separate lessons and not be considered replacements for the missed lesson. Due to the fullness of my teaching schedule, make-up lessons will not always be available. 
Repeated Misses, No-Shows, and Permanent Cancellation Policy: In the case of frequent cancellations or no-shows, I may decide to speak with a student or student’s family about moving to a different time slot or stopping lessons altogether for a time to resolve apparent scheduling conflicts. 
For students wishing to cease lessons, I ask for a minimum of 24 hours notice, if possible. However, students maintain the right to cease lessons at any time, for any reason. Additionally, I reserve the right to terminate lessons at any time. I will likewise endeavor to provide adequate notice to affected students, a minimum of 24 hours notice, if possible. 
Lesson Fees

I offer three time lengths for lessons: 30min, 45min or 60min lessons.

1) 30 Minute Lessons: For younger students, half hour lessons are typically best. Younger students have shorter attention spans and usually tire their voices more quickly than older and more advanced students. 

I also recommend half hour lessons to teenagers and adults with busy schedules or who are taking voice lessons for the first time.

The Fee for a 30 minute lesson is: $40/lesson
2) 45 Minute Lessons: Forty-five minute lessons are ideal for almost any age and level of singer and allow for a greater depth of musical exploration to take place at each lesson. 

The Fee for a 45 minute lesson is:  $65/lesson
3) 60 Minute Lessons: Hour lessons are best for students with some experience with voice lessons, or who are preparing for college or other auditions. Typically, high school students, college students, and adults are the prime candidates for hour lessons. 

An hour lesson allows us to work on more things in greater detail (sight-singing, theory, performance techniques, etc) and also helps build up stamina. However, hour lessons require more practice and preparation at home in order for the student to master the material covered in lesson.

The Fee for a 60 Minute lesson is: $80/lesson
As stated above, the fee covers not only in-lesson time, but also preparation, labor, and the fee for use of the studio space. Students may occasionally request a longer lesson. I am happy to accommodate these requests according to my availability and determination of the student’s ability level and readiness on a case-by-case basis. 
Payment Policy:
For billing purposes, students may pay for each lesson separately at the beginning of each lesson or for a full month’s lessons at the beginning of each month. Payment can be made in the form of check or cash. 
I ask that checks be made out to SAMANTHA BLAISSE. Payment will be collected at the beginning of the lesson. Students who are more than one week behind in payment will not receive a lesson until the balance is paid. 
